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a defeat on the Sakas at Pataliputra. He reconquered Malwas, both the eastern and the
western. One of the inscriptions of this illustrious monarch has been found on the southern
gateway of Sanchi stiipa which mentions that the work on it was carried out by the &v6seni
(foreman) of king Satakarni. it is thus evident that Satakarni ti extended the boundaries of
his realm far into central India across the Vindhyas, perhaps upto the river Ganges.
Naganika, the wife of Satakarni II, played a significant role in the cultural activities of
the state. The monarch gave her a unique place of honour, which no other queen in the
Satavahana regime could secure. This may be due to her being the daughter of Tranakayiro,
who helped the king in his wars. Satakarni II issued some silver coins showing the bust-size
images of himself and Naganika with proper legends.
The Nanaghat inscription of Naganika gives many details of the reign of her husband,
Satakarni, crediting him with the performance of two A$wam6dhas and one Rdjasuya besides
many other Vedic rituals. Obviously, he must have performed the rituals after his victorious
military campaigns and expansion of his kingdom. His coins have been found at many places
spread over the ancient Vidarbha, Aparanta, and Andhra regions of Deccan, which lie south
of the Vindhyas, and Malwa, Vldisa and Surastra regions north of those mountains.
Satakarni II ruled for a long period of 56 years. Not quite satisfied with the name and
fame he enjoyed during this long period, he tried to immortalise himself and the members o!
his family by getting relievo figures of all of them sculptured on the front wail ot a cave at
Nanaghat along with a relievo figure of Simuka, the founder of the dynasty with the name
inscribed above the figure as 'Raya Simuka Satavahana Sirimato'.
The long reign of Satakami ii was followed successively by eight rulers of whom none
can be credited wtth any notable achievement, A coin belonging to one of those successors,
namely Apllaka, was found In the Chattisgarh region of Madhya Pradesh. This shows that these
succettors, though weak, managed to hold the realms handed over to them as patrimony.
It was oniy the ascension of Puiumavi I, the 15th ruler of the dynasty, that brought
renewed strength and glory to the Satavahanas. Under him the Satavahanat chose the path
of Imperialism. Hi struck down Susarma, the last of the Kanvas, in 28 B.C. and occupied
Megadha. (Some historians attributed this deed to Simuka, the founder of the dynasty, with a
view to glorify the dynasty itself as a successor to the Imperial dynasties of Magadha), With
this the Andhra Satavahanas assumed an all-India significance as imperial rulers in succesion
to the Nandas, Maun/as, Sungas and Kanvas.
After a glorious reign of 24 years, Puiumavi passed away in 19 B.C., without having sufficient
time to consolidate his gains. Within five years of his death, Nahapana, the Saka-Pahlava
Invader, was found to be the master of all the territories from southern Rajasthan to Poona,
earlier under Pulumavi't rule. His inscriptions were found at Nasik, Junnar and Karli. A large
hoard of 22,000 coins, Including 3,000 silver ones, bearing the name of Nahapana were
found at Jogalthembi. The kings who succeeded Puiumavi I were driven, by the Sakas,